CHAPTER VI
MARINE RESEARCH
Of the area enclosed by the Arctic Circle only two-
fifths is land. Round the Pole itself lies the Polar Basin
which is connected with more southerly seas by a series
of channels varying in size. The broadest of these lies
between Greenland and Europe. The Bering Strait, con-
necting the Polar Basin with the Pacific, is quite narrow,
and so are the Sounds between the North Canadian
islands which, with Baffin Bay and Davis Strait, connect
the Basin with the Atlantic. Another characteristic of
the lands round the Pole is that their coasts are strongly
indented, so that not only do numbers of islands, large
and small, result, but deep fjords cut into the mainland.
These seas and fjords represent some of the richest re-
sources of the Arctic. The number of animals useful to
man which inhabited these regions was the first thing
that drew our forefathers* interest to the North, after they
had ceased to use the straits as a channel to the distant
Orient. The old whalers and seal-hunters soon gained
a detailed knowledge of the Arctic water-ways; they
learned in what areas they should seek their catch; they
made observations about wind and weather, and they
became skilled in understanding the ice-drift which was
such a danger to their ships but which at the same time
formed the best hunting-grounds.
Unfortunately, posterity could profit little by these
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